Clothmaking
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time a ' House of Correction ', or workhouse, to use the
more familiar name, was set up to employ 40 people in
cloth making.1 The maximum wages at Chester at this
time were : spinning and hand-carding a ' waight ' of
wool, 6d. ; stock-carding a stone (of 4 ' waights ') of wool,
6d. ; dyeing a stone, i6d.; weaving a piece of cloth
of 22 yards, izd.; walking the same, 8d. ; shearman
for dressing the same, iod.2
The last years of the mediaeval period of the woollen
industry, which we take.as terminating with the intro-
duction of the * New Draperies' by foreign refugees
early in the reign of Elizabeth, are chiefly concerned
with the endeavours of the town clothiers to suppress
the country cloth workers, assisted by Acts which
restricted, or at least aimed at restricting, the industry
to corporate boroughs and market towns, and prohibited
any from setting up in trade without having passed
a seven years' apprenticeship.3 Infringements of these
laws were frequent, and thanks to the system of granting
a portion of the fines inflicted to the informer, accusa-
tions were constantly levelled against clothiers for
breaking the various regulations with which the trade
was hedged about.4 Many of the charges fell through,
and in some cases they look like blackmail, but that
offences were sufficiently plentiful is clear, For the one
year, 1562, as many as sixty clothiers from Kent
alone, mostly from the neighbourhood of Cranbrook
and Benenden, were fined for sending up to London
for sale cloths deficient in size, weight, quality, or
1 Morris, Chester, 390, 408.
8 Ibid., 409.
3  Statutes, 5 Edw. VI;   i Mary, &c.
4   See Memoranda Rolls, K. R., passim.